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All Saints C of E School performing their music
with movement piece Salam Alekum at the

South East Artsmark celebration event, June 2006.
Photo: David McHugh.
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We define learning outside the
classroom as:

These, often the most memorable learning
experiences, help us to make sense of the
world around us by making links between
feelings and learning. They stay with us into
adulthood and affect our behaviour, lifestyle
and work. They influence our values and
the decisions we make. They allow us to
transfer learning experienced outside to the
classroom and vice versa.
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What is our vision for young
people about?

How we learn

What we learn

It is clear that to be
successful and meaningful,
better provision needs to be
made for learning through
experience in the world
outside the classroom.
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What are the educational benefits?

How does this fit with key
education priorities?

When does learning outside the
classroom take place?

Where does it take place?




Places further afield

The local environment

Residential places
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Who should be involved? What is the purpose of our vision for
learning outside the classroom?
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How can you support learning
outside the classroom?

What actions will we, as
signatories, take?

We will provide all young people with
a wide range of experiences outside
the classroom, including extended
school activities and one or more
residential visits.

We will make a strong case for
learning outside the classroom,

so there is widespread appreciation
of the unique contribution these
experiences make to young
people’s lives.

We will offer learning experiences of
agreed high quality.

Pledges

professional development
opportunities for schools and
the wider workforce.

We will better enable schools,
local authorities and other key
organisations to manage visits
safely and efficiently.

We will provide easy access to
information, knowledge, expertise,
guidance and resources.

We will identify ways of engaging
parents, carers and the wider
community in learning outside
the classroom.

i
i
I We will improve training and
i
i

See the signatories and their pledges at
www.teachernet.gov.uk/learningoutsidetheclassoom

The website provides details of how you can sign up and make
your own pledge.
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They should have well-planned activities,
which provide a continuing and progressive
programme from 0-19 and allow them to
participate in ways that are appropriate to
their needs.

Children’s services, early years settings
and schools have a central role in planning
learning outside the classroom into their
management, curriculum, teaching and
learning, extended services and
professional development. Those that
support these services are key to providing
the help, expertise and resources needed.

Image provided by the Citizenship Foundation

Provide inspiring activities that meet the
needs of all young people, whatever their
age, ability or background.

Ensure these activities offer first
hand experience of the world outside
the classroom, practical and relevant
learning and progression across

key stages.

Provide a range of experiences that help
develop key life skills, including personal,
learning, enquiry and thinking skills; and
that deepen and enrich subject learning.
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If all young people were given these
opportunities we believe it would make

a significant contribution to raising
achievement in national curriculum
subjects, in the five outcomes of

Every Child Matters and in the
expectations of Sustainable Schools
www.teachernet.gov.uk/sustainableschools.
Research reports published by a number
of bodies over recent years all carry similar
strong messages about the benefits.

Better access to published research would
make it easier to find the evidence to
persuade others of the benefits. It would
assist policy makers in government and
elsewhere in identifying where further
research would be valuable.

Continue to develop the evidence base
to support and guide the development
of learning outside the classroom and
to spread best practice nationally

and internationally.

Support Action Research that
encourages teaching and non-teaching
staff and all those who support young
people between the ages of 0-19, to
explore differing approaches.

Develop communication tools for a
range of audiences to promote the
benefits of learning outside the
classroom and highlight the contribution
it can make to raising achievement.
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Quality can be the
defining factor influencing
participation in learning
outside the classroom.
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Many of those working with young people
recognise the benefits of out-of-classroom
learning experiences as an essential part of
teaching and learning; others feel they lack
the confidence, expertise or time to
prepare and deliver such activities.

Professional development needs to be fit
for purpose and relevant to the user, taking
account of the roles of staff in schools,
early years settings, local authorities and
organisations that provide opportunities
and resources. We strongly endorse its
inclusion in Initial Training and in Continuing
Professional Development.
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Support practitioners to use learning
outside the classroom confidently
and capably.

Develop accessible and well publicised
opportunities that meet the needs of
teachers and others at different stages
in their careers.

We will work with training institutions
and the Training and Development
Agency for Schools to improve the
quality and availability of training.

We will work together to provide new
opportunities that build on existing good
quality provision, for example, Education
Visit Co-ordinators training.

We will work with appropriate
organisations to develop subject
based and accredited provision.
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® WE WILL

It is also vital that young
people learn how to manage
challenge and risk for
themselves in everyday
situations, so they become
confident and capable adults.
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Some local authorities and
regions are already working
strategically to provide
support to schools and
other interested parties.
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Their contribution can greatly enrich the learning
experiences of pupils and bring added value to
many activities. This applies especially to off-
site visits where schools may need extra adults
to supervise the number of pupils involved.
Engaging parents and others, helps develop a
sense of community and spreads knowledge
and understanding of the value of learning
outside the classroom.

Work with others to communicate the
benefits to parents and the wider community
so that there is a greater understanding of its
value and importance and a greater
awareness of safety standards.

Encourage parents and carers to actively
support learning outside the classroom and
to get involved in organising and running
activities including family learning activities.

Develop guidance for the community/
voluntary sector.

Aspire to involve parents and carers in
training opportunities.






