Soil Deposits Associated to Human Occupations in the Middle Tagus:
Micromorphological Contribution.
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Introduction

In the middle Tagus, which defines as a sort of ecotonal area where
almost all geological substrata that exist in western Iberia also occur
within a range of 70 kilometres, one may recognise a diversity of
strategies undertook by various human groups in the Holocene, mostly
oriented toward the intensification of the use of specific resources, e.g.
hunting certain species, growing or not domesticated animals and/or
plants, preferred use of specific local lithic resources, etc (Mozzi et al.,
2000, Oosterbeek et al., 2020). While the region is very important from
the ecological and human evolution perspectives, it also suffers from slow
sedimentation and high erosion rates, generating difficulties in the
evaluation of the stratigraphic sequences (Adewumi et al., 2020). The
assessment of this process creates an opportunity to study soil occupation
and to assess the main stratigraphic sequence both in open air sites and in
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e purpose of this PhD project is to reassess the Holocene
sequences of several sites (above) in the middle Tagus basin,
excavated and studied by CGEO team in the last three (3) decades
through a micro-morphological assessment of their stratigraphies.
This will allow the identification of possible sedimentary hiatus in
the Early Holocene sequences, widespread palaeosol, associated
to agropastoral activities, stratigraphic disturbances associated to
seismic activity and major anthropic interference in the

sedimentation and diagenetic processes.
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